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PART A 
 
1 Two modern editions and a translation of Bernart de Ventadorn’s Can vei 

la lauzeta mover are provided in the APPENDIX.  
 
Either (a) Compare the editions of the song. Which do you consider 
more successful and why? 
 
Or (b) Provide an analysis of the song using one or more methods that 
you have studied. You may focus on the song’s poetry, the song’s 
melody, or both. 

 
PART B 
 
2 Focusing on one genre of troubadour and trouvère song that you have 

studied, discuss how that genre reflects aristocratic values. 
 
3 Hans Tischler (1997) states that ‘it is a fact that the only rhythms and 

meters informing art music during the late decades of the twelfth century 
and the first half of the thirteenth and available to the northern French 
trouvères were those of the “rhythmic modes”, which, as mensurally 
notated versions of their songs show, were used flexibly and 
imaginatively’. Do you agree? 

 
4 Evaluate the scholarly arguments concerning the oral and written 

transmission of troubadour and trouvère song. Which position do you 
find most convincing and why? 
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APPENDIX 
 
Edition 1 (Tischler, Trouvère Lyrics with Melodies) 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

Edition 2 (Rosenberg, Switten and Le Vot, Songs of the Troubadours and 
Trouvères) 
 

 
 
 
 
Translation (Nichols, The Songs of Bernart de Ventadorn, pp. 166–8) 
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