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1.​ With reference to one motet source you have studied, discuss the ways that 
scholarly debate about that source has shaped modern historical accounts 
of the motet. 
 

2.​ Either (a) What was meant by the term subtilitas, and how do motets exhibit 
it? 

Or (b) write a commentary on the motet De Bon Espoir / Puis que la douce 
rousee / SPERAVI (M4) by Guillaume de Machaut, a score and translation 
for which may be found in the APPENDIX. Your answer should focus on 
musical structure, textual meaning, text-music relations, or any combination 
of these. 

 
3.​ How, and for what reasons, have scholars disagreed about the date of the 

first ars nova motet? 
 
 

4.​ Richard Taruskin (1990) has claimed that modern performers of early music 
make choices about performance ‘in a manner that says more about the 
values of the late twentieth century than about those of any earlier era’. Is 
this true for performances of motets in the twentieth century? 
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Score reproduced from Susan Fast, ‘God, Desire, and Musical Narrative in the 
Isorhythmic Motet’, Canadian University Music Review / Revue de musique des 
universités canadiennes, 18/1 (1997): 19–37, at 27–9.  

 



Translation 

Triplum: 

 

 

 

Motetus: 

 

 

Tenor: 

 

 

Translation by R. Barton Palmer in The Orlando Consort, Machaut: Sovereign 
Beauty (Hyperion, 2017), catalogue no. 00034571102658. 
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